
  

  

 
 

What’s going on? 
18-year-old British teenager Emma Raducanu has made history by winning the US Open tennis tournament beating fellow teenager Leylah 
Fernandez in straight sets in an exciting and tense final in New York. Emma is the youngest Britain to ever win a Grand Slam tennis tournament 
and has also become the first British woman to become a singles champion for 44 years! 

 

Question: 
What did Emma Raducanu achieve? 

Listen, think, share 
 

• Look at the poster image and talk about what we can see. Does anyone know who is in the photo and what they are doing? Explain that the 
photo is of British tennis player, Emma Raducanu who has just won the US Open tennis tournament. People all around the world have been 
praising her achievement.  

• Read through the information about Emma’s journey found on the additional resource. Why do you think her victory in the tournament 
surprised many people? 

• Emma has spoken about her parents not being able to attend the tournament with her (due to Covid-19 travel restrictions). She said, “I speak 
to my parents, we don't really talk so much about tennis but they just really want to know how I am in these moments and, you know, to not 
have them here with me, I would have loved them to be here and we can all celebrate together or they could be with me and experience the 
same things but you know, they're watching from home very proud.” What do you think would have been the hardest part for Emma about 
not having her parents there? Would you have found that difficult? 

• Watch Emma Raducanu talk about her victory and what it means to her (link found in the web links below). In one word, how would you 
describe how she is feeling? How do you think you would be feeling if you had won the US Open? 
 

Reflection 
Emma Raducanu’s incredible and for many, surprising victory in the US Open is a lesson to us all. We are often capable of much more than we think, 
and we may find that we surprise ourselves with what we can achieve! 
 

Web Links 
Useful video – Emma Raducanu’s incredible win 
https://bit.ly/3lhJyLd 
Emma Raducanu talking about her victory 
www.theguardian.com/sport/2021/sep/12/emma-raducanu-us-open-dont-feel-pressure-tennis  
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Read through the information below about the journey of Emma Raducanu. Why do you think her victory in the tournament has surprised many people? 

A message from the Queen to Emma 

following her US Open victory. 

Emma Raducanu was born in Canada and moved to London when she was two, her mum 

is Chinese, and her dad is Romanian. Emma was five years old when she first tried tennis 

and by seven was playing local and regional competitions in the south of England. At 12, 

she was playing in international tennis tournaments and by 14 had played for Team GB 

juniors. In 2021 after taking some time out to focus on her A-levels Emma received a wild 

card to finally make her Grand Slam debut at Wimbledon. She made it to the fourth 

round, where she had to retire after suffering breathing difficulties. Emma then returned 

to tennis following her qualifying to take part in the US Open - which she went on to win! 

I send my congratulations to you 

on your success in winning the 

United States Open Tennis 

Championships. It is a remarkable 

achievement at such a young age 

and is testament to your hard 

work and dedication. I have no 

doubt your outstanding 

performance, and that of your 

opponent, Leylah Fernandez, will 

inspire the next generation of 

tennis players. I send my warmest 

good wishes to you and your many 

supporters.  

 

BBC Maps 

Above: 18-year-old Emma Raducanu Tweeted a photo with 
her US Open trophy. 
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Source: Twitter/EmmaRaducanu 

Source: London Underground 

Amazing Facts about Emma… 
o She is the youngest ever Briton to win a Grand Slam 

title.  
o Emma is the first British female tennis player to win a 

Grand Slam in 44 years. 
o Two weeks ago, Emma had a flight home booked as she 

wasn’t sure if she would get past the qualifying stages 
of the tournament.  

o Emma has just completed her A-Levels achieving an A 
and an A*. 

Who is Emma Raducanu? 


