
Dear Parents / Carers, 

I hope that you are well and have enjoyed the summer break. 

We are very much looking forward to all the children returning to school on Wednesday 8th September (For 

Nursery – Monday 13th September) for the start of the new academic year. We hope we will see more normality 

than we have been experiencing in recent times. It is, however, still vital that we act with caution as we are living 

alongside the C19 virus. To support schools to provide high quality face to face education, the government have 

published updated guidance (17/8/21) which I have summarised below. 

The school risk assessment will continue to be updated to reflect the changes to operational procedures and then 

be reviewed weekly. Please raise any questions / concerns you have as early as possible to ensure that we are 

keeping each other safe. 

The government have asked schools to continue the following principles in keeping everyone safe: 

 Good hygiene: regular and thorough hand cleaning with soap and water or sanitiser / maintain good 

respiratory hygiene- ‘Catch it – Bin it – Kill It’ 

 Maintain appropriate cleaning regime particularly focusing upon regularly touched surfaces at least twice a 

day. 

 Ensure good ventilation: ensure that working spaces are comfortable but have air flow. 

 Follow PHE advice re isolating following close contact. 

 
General Information Organisation: 

 Pupils and staff must not attend school if they are symptomatic or have had a positive test result. If 
someone becomes symptomatic, however mild, while at school they must be sent home and organise a 
PCR test. If a child is waiting to be collected, then they will be in a room on their own with good ventilation 
(or outdoors if appropriate) and safe. If there is close contact from a school based adult, PPE is required as 
previously operated (face mask, apron, gloves). The room will then be cleaned down after collection and 
PPE disposed of appropriately.  

 Lateral Flow Tests should not be used on children of primary school age.  

 Schools will not usually be involved in Track and Trace – the NHS will operate this system. 

 Individuals will not be required to isolate if they have had a close contact with a positive case if: 

o They are fully vaccinated 

o They are below 18 years and 6 months in age 

o They have taken part in or are currently part of an approved C19 vaccine trail 

o They are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons. 

They will be advised to get a PCR and can continue to attend school. Children under 5, identified as a close 

contact, will only be advised to access a PCR test if the positive case is in their household. 

 Staff and pupils previously classed as CEV (Clinically Extremely Vulnerable) are able to attend school and 

should take, at minimum, the same precautions as everyone else. (Some pupils or staff may be specifically 

told by a consultant that they should not attend school). Anyone in this category should consult with the 

School Business Manager to ensure an individual risk assessment is completed.  

 School attendance is mandatory and the usual Governor’s School Attendance Policy will operate. Absence 

due to C19 isolations will be recorded in line with government guidelines (if a child is symptomatic or 

positive) 

 Children will no longer be restricted to ‘bubbles’ – therefore lunchtimes, playtimes and assemblies can 

resume.  

 No longer a need to social distance in school. 

 No longer a need for staggered starts / finishes – school gates will be open from 8:45am and 2:55pm. 

School starts at 8:55am and finishes at 3:05pm.  

 

 



 Early Start Club and Breakfast club will be running as normal. 

 The full school curriculum can be delivered as normal.  

 Children should limit what they bring to school. They will need only the essentials: lunch box, coat & book 

bag. Child(ren) should bring a named water bottle that they can refill as required. The water fountains will 

be decommissioned. Children from Y2 upwards will have their own set of stationary equipment for their 

sole use. Shared equipment will be regularly cleaned. 

 Children will wear school uniform every day and bring a PE kit to change into which will remain in school. 

We advise PE kits are taken home at the end of the week to be washed and returned on Monday’s. 

 

School uniform is: black shoes and if they are wearing trainers that they are black with no logo. White polo 

shirt, black skirt/trousers and black socks / tights. In the warmer months (April—Oct) there is an option to 

wear a green and white checked dress, white socks or black longer length school shorts. Parents are free to 

buy this from a shop of their choice. All pupils are required to wear a school jumper or fleece — these are 

available from Riviera School Days in Torquay town centre. The school Governors request that hairstyles 

are kept within acceptable norms for school. This means, for example, no Mohicans, tramlines or hair 

colouring are permitted to avoid distraction to the individual and others learning. 

 

We ask children not to wear jewellery to school except for a watch and earrings. Earrings, if worn, must 

only be studs and will need to be removed before PE lessons. If this is not possible, micropore tape needs 

to be placed over the earrings. We are unable to take responsibility for any lost jewellery. Make up and nail 

varnish are not permitted for school. 

 

School PE kit: Your child’s P.E kit should include black shorts, a white T-shirt or a coloured T-shirt that 

matches their house team colour and plimsolls or trainers (which must be different to shoes worn for 

school). 

 Remote education (equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school) will be 

provided for pupils whose attendance in school would be contrary to government guidance or legislation 

relating to C19. 

 Pupils who are absent from school following the government guidance or legislation relating to C19 will 

have a regular contact from a member of their class team. This is particularly important where there may 

be safeguarding concerns or vulnerabilities such as an EHCP. 

 Free School Meals – this will operate in the usual manner. If your circumstances have changed and you 

think you may be eligible please apply via: https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/fsm/ 

 The usual School Governor’s Behaviour Policy will be operating. 

I hope that this has helped to inform you of how we will be operating at the start of the autumn term – in 

line with the government guidance. If circumstances change then the guidance may change in order to keep 

everyone safe. Thank you in advance for your understanding and consideration. If you have any questions or 

would like more information, please ask.  

I would like to thank you in advance for your support in working together to ensure that we can provide the 

high-quality care, support and education for our school community. 

We are looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday 8th September (For Nursery – Monday 13th September)  

Stay safe and well, 

Mr. Morris 

 

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/fsm/

