
Dear Parents / Carers 

Apologies for the length of this communication! 

We are very much looking forward to all the children returning to school on Monday 8th March after a long time away. For 
this to be done safely, the government have updated and issued a number of guidelines which are aimed to keep everyone 
safe and minimise any risk of Covid-19 transmissions.  
 
As a school, we have worked to meet these guidelines through the practical and systems organisation. As previously, we will 
have rigorous risk assessments in place that will be validated by the Local Authority to ensure that guidance is fully met. 
 
You will be sent (via email) the detailed overview of the arrangements that will apply specifically to your children. Please 
take time to read these as this as it contains important information regarding entry and exit points and staggered start 
times. I recognise this may mean drop off and collections may take a little long, but it is important that we all follow these 
arrangements to keep each other safe as we did during the autumn term. I thank you in advance for your understanding 
and consideration. 

 
The government have asked schools to follow the following principles in keeping everyone safe: 

 Minimise contact with anyone who is unwell by ensuring that those who have Covid-19 virus symptoms, or who 
have someone at home who does, do not attend school. If you or someone in your home has Covid-19 symptoms, 
please access a test.  

 Clean hands thoroughly and regularly. 

 Ensure good respiratory hygiene (‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’). 

 Cleaning of the areas and equipment being used. 

 Minimising contact and maximise social distancing. 
 

This is underpinned by the test & trace system. 
 
General Information Organisation:  
 
Operational procedures will be very similar to those that were established in the Autumn term. 
 

 ‘Bubbles’– Children will be learning in their classes and these will be their ‘bubbles’. The ‘bubbles’ will not mix throughout 
the day. They will have their own classroom and outdoor space. Keeping consistent groups of children reduces the 
transmission risk. 

 How will the classroom be organised? Each classroom will be organised to ensure that the children are as spread out as 
possible and face to face contact is minimised. This will vary in how it looks depending upon the year group of the class. 

 Will social distancing be adhered to? Social distancing will be encouraged across the school. Adults and the older children 

will be expected to social distance as much as possible but it is recognised that younger children will not able to achieve this. 

The ’bubble’ organisation is a safety factor for the younger pupils to avoid mixing groups as the children will remain in their 

class ‘bubble’. 

 Will there be assemblies? There will be no whole school assemblies – assemblies will be organised within class ‘bubbles’. 

 Will my child need to wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)? Your child will not be expected to wear any PPE whilst in 

school. Advice from the government is that PPE can be detrimental to safety for young children and so we would ask that 

you do not send your child in with PPE, such as face masks. 

 Will staff wear face masks? Staff in primary schools may wear face masks in busy communal areas and corridors where 

social distancing may not be maintained. This will ensure that staff and children are safe as some staff may need to take 

extra care relating to personal circumstances and some staff may work across different bubbles in order to meet the 

children’s needs. We recommend that face masks are worn by adults on the school premises at drop off and pick up times. 

 Will my child be in school for the whole day? Yes, although there will be a staggered start and end to the day, to minimize 

risk and support the ability of people to socially distance at these times.   

 Does my child have to attend? The government have made attendance mandatory and the usual attendance policy will be 

operated. If you have any concerns regarding your child returning to school, then please contact me as early as possible. 

 What will my child be taught? The children will receive a broad and balanced curriculum in line with the national curriculum. 

Some activities such as PE will be adapted in line with the guidance to minimise contact. 

 How will my child catch up on missed learning? We hope that most children have been able to keep up to speed through 

the comprehensive Remote Learning offer that has been in place. As always, adults in school, will continue to assess pupil 



progress and respond accordingly to meet their needs. Information on the school ‘Recovery Programme’ can be found on the 

school website: https://www.watcombe-primary.torbay.sch.uk/covid-19/  

 Will my child get the support they need? All children will receive the support they need as they would have under normal 

circumstances. Adults such as the Pastoral Team are allowed to work with children from different ‘bubbles’ while social 

distancing where possible. SEND pupils will still receive support to enable them to access the curriculum. 

 Can my child continue with their instrument lessons? Music tutors are able to deliver individual music lessons following 

strict school guidelines. 

 What hygiene measures will be put into place? Children and staff will wash their hands regularly.  Hard surfaces, door 

handles and light switches will be cleaned throughout the day.  Each bubble will have their own teaching space that will be 

thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day. Resources in classrooms will be less and used when appropriate – any shared play 

equipment will be regularly wiped down and washed. Young children will have their own playdough for their use. 

 Will my child have to wear school uniform? Yes. On days when they have PE, children can wear their PE to school to reduce 

changing needs. We would suggest that they wear black leggings/shorts/tracksuit bottoms with the PE t-shirt and their 

school jumper. PE Days: 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Hermit Crabs 
Dolphins 

Seahorses 
Lobsters 

Seals 
Dolphins 

 

Lobsters 
Sharks 

Hermit Crabs 
Starfish 

Starfish 
Reception 

Sharks 
Seahorses 

 

As the school will be ventilated, the temperature may be lower than usual. Your child may like to where additional layers of 

clothing under their school uniform. 

 

 Will my child receive a school dinner?  The school kitchen will be operating in the usual manner every day. 

 Free School Meals – this will operate in the usual manner. If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be 

eligible please apply via: https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/fsm/ 

 What does my child need to bring to school?  Children should limit what they bring to school. They will need only the 

essentials: lunch box, coat & book bag.  Please provide your child(ren) with a named water bottle that they can refill as 

required. The water fountains will be decommissioned. In class, children will have their own set of stationary equipment for 

their sole use. For younger children shared equipment will be regularly cleaned. 

 Will all the children arrive and leave school at the same time? Start and finish times will be staggered and this specific 

information will be sent to you in a separate email. Different entrances/exits will be used. There will be a one-way system for 

delivering and collecting children. Please could only one adult accompany the children and for older children, if you feel they 

are responsible enough, they can arrive and leave independently.  The estate gate into the playground will remain an entry 

point only – pupils and parents will NOT be permitted to exit through this gate. 

 Can we talk directly to the teachers? If you need to liaise with a teacher this will need to be done on the phone, email or 

virtually. This is to ensure social distancing and reduce the number of contacts in school. Please take the time to do this if you 

have any concerns. If a meeting does need to be held face to face, the visitors protocol will be followed and masks worn by 

all adults. 

 Will before and after school clubs be running? Initially, the only club to be operating will be the Breakfast Club staffed by 

Kinetic Sport. This club will now be split into two separate bubbles both operating in the hall: Older Children (Y3-6) and 

Younger Children (Nursery – Y2).  Numbers that can attend these sessions will be limited and allocated on a first come, first 

served basis.  You must book through School Money and sessions MUST be booked in advance.  It will no longer be possible 

to turn up on the day.   

 Will the Behaviour Policy be operating: The Behaviour Policy will be operating as previously. 

 Testing: School staff are Covid1-9 testing twice a week to ensure a break in transmission of the virus should there be a 

positive test. 

 Home testing for households: The government has announced that households/bubbles with primary and secondary aged 

children within them are eligible to order lateral flow tests to carry out at home on a twice weekly basis.  We would like to 

promote this with you as it is a further safety measure which will help to protect our community by detecting 

asymptomatic cases as the school reopens fully. 

This website gives full details: Rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 

https://www.watcombe-primary.torbay.sch.uk/covid-19/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/fsm/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


Lateral flow test kits can be ordered from this website and delivered straight to your home: https://www.gov.uk/order-

coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

We will continue to monitor the operational strategies in place and will keep you informed of any new information. Please 

take time to read this as it is important to keep everyone in our community safe and inform us if you have any suggestions in 

relation to the operational procedures.   

There may be some children who are under health consultants that have had specific guidance relating to school attendance. 

If this applies to you, please could I ask that you contact me so that we can ensure that appropriate risk assessments can be 

carried out.  

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact the school office.  

I would like to thank you in advance for your anticipated support in working together to ensure that our whole school 

community can return safely by supporting the measures put in place. 

Unfortunately, I am still required to shield at the moment, so I am working from home, but the rest of the Senior Leadership 

Team are in school and will be able to answer any of your questions. I wish everyone well for a good start back on Monday.  

Stay safe and well. 

 

 

 

Mr Morris 

 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

