
 

Welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to the Foundation Stage Unit at 

Watcombe Primary School 



 

 

This booklet is intended to provide you with 

information about our Foundation Stage Unit. We 

hope it will answer some of the questions you may 

have at this important time in your child’s life. 

We aim to create a friendly and welcoming 

atmosphere in the unit and hope that you will feel 

happy to approach us should you have any concerns 

about your child or school. You will always find 

someone willing to listen and help if they can. 

We look forward to getting to know you and your 

child, and hope that you both enjoy your time with 

us! 

The Foundation Stage Team 

 

 

 



SCHOOL AIMS AND VALUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At Watcombe Primary School we want our learners to: 

 

 Be confident to approach and tackle new challenges 

 

 Persevere when working towards achieving their 

personal goals 

 

 Show respect towards other people and their opinions 

both in the school and the wider community 



AIMS OF THE FOUNDATION STAGE UNIT 
 

 

 We aim to provide a happy, safe, caring and 

stimulating indoor and outdoor learning environment 

in which children can play, learn and develop together.  

 

 We aim to offer well planned, purposeful and relevant 

play activities through which children can develop 

socially, emotionally, spiritually, intellectually and 

physically. 

 

 We aim to respect children’s individuality and ensure 

that all children feel included, secure and valued. 

 

 We aim to work in partnership with parents and 

carers, using a variety of approaches to build on what 

children already know and can do. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 

At Watcombe Primary School children are able to attend 

the Foundation Stage Unit from the term after their third 

birthday. The unit is made up of nursery (3 and 4 year olds) 

and reception (4 and 5 year olds) aged children. 

 

 

Session Times 

 

Nursery morning session: 9am to 11.30am                 

Nursery lunch session:  11.30am to 12.30pm      

Nursery afternoon session: 12.30pm to 3pm      

Reception day:   8.55am to 3.05pm                                                                             

We are pleased to be able to offer up to 14½ hours of 

flexible funded nursery care and education each week.  

We work in partnership with Watcombe Children’s Centre 

Nursery, providing additional sessions where available and 

wrap around care for nursery aged children. Parents are 

able to arrange and pay for this through the Children’s 

Centre Nursery. 

Wrap around early session:  8am – 9am                       

Wrap around late session:  3pm-6pm 

 



 

School Staff 
 

Headteacher:    Mr Adam Morris 

Foundation Stage Leader:  Miss Caroline Foxwell         

and Reception Teacher                       
 

Nursery Teacher:    Miss Jo Ley 

Nursery Nurse:    Mrs Nikki Thompson 

Teaching Assistant: Miss Charlotte Rydings 

Teaching Assistant: Miss Suzanne Dyer 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant: Miss Kerry Schofield 

 

Children’s Centre Nursery Staff 
 

Manager:     Mrs Mary Gay 

Nursery  Nurse:    Miss Sarah Miles 

Nursery Nurse:    Miss Toni Brady 

Mealtime Assistant:   Mrs Tracey Smyth 

 

 

 

  

 

 

There are sometimes other adults 

in the unit such as parent helpers. 

students from local schools and 

colleges, visiting teachers or other 

professionals. If you are ever in 

any doubt as to who someone is, 

please feel free to ask. 



Key Person and Key Group 

 

All nursery children are allocated a ‘key person’ and belong 

to a ‘key group’.  

 

The key person will build a special relationship with your 

child, helping them to feel safe and cared for as they 

settle into nursery.  

 

Belonging to a key group will help your child to get to know 

and form friendships with other children as they take part 

in small group activities together. 

 

 

Miss Jo Ley – Hedgehogs        Mrs Nikki Thompson – Foxes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Sarah Miles/Miss Nadine Pigott – Squirrels 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bringing and Collecting 

 

We ask that your child arrives promptly at the start of the 

day or session. This is an important time for them to settle 

and separate happily from you. We especially ask that they 

are collected on time as children can become upset and 

worried if parents or carers are late. 

 

If someone who does not usually collect your child is going 

to do so, please inform a member of staff. Your child’s 

safety is of upmost importance to us and we will not let a 

child go with another person unless we have been notified 

beforehand. 

 

If your child is going to be absent, please let us know in 

advance where possible or by telephoning the school on the 

day. The telephone number is 01803 327419. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

Children in the unit are supervised at all times and safe play 

is actively promoted. However, there may be occasions 

when your child falls or has a minor accident. This will be 

dealt with by one of our qualified  First Aiders and you will 

be informed of this at the end of the day or session.  

 

If your child requires prescribed medication  

whilst at school, please go to the school office  

where you will be given a form to complete. 



Snacks 

 

The children are able to help themselves to a  

healthy snack during the morning and afternoon. 

This consists of a choice of milk or water to  

drink and fruit or vegetables to eat.  
 

We also have a water fountain installed in the unit so your 

child can get a drink of water whenever they are thirsty. 
 

Clothes 

 

Reception children wear school uniform. Nursery children 

do not wear school uniform but we do ask that they wear 

clothes and shoes that are sensible, practical and easy to 

manage. Aprons are provided but activities can be messy 

and we do not want children to worry about getting their 

clothes dirty. We have a limited selection of spare clothes 

for use in emergencies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAILY ROUTINE 
 

 

Waterproof trousers and coats are 

provided for the children to wear when 

playing outdoors. Your child will also need 

a pair of wellies that can be kept at 

school if possible. Please make sure these 

are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 



 

 

Arriving 

When the children first arrive, they are able to choose 

from a range of activities indoors. Reception children self-

register during this time by putting their name on the 

register board.  
 

Group Time 

All children take part in planned adult-directed activities at 

set times during the day to support different aspects of 

their learning and development. For the nursery children, 

this time is called ‘Key Group Time’ during which children 

take part in activities with their key person. The reception 

children have their literacy, numeracy, topic and personal 

and social education class teaching at this time. 
 

Activity Time 

After group time, the children take part in activities either 

led by an adult or independently initiated by themselves. 

Activities are available both indoors and outdoors and the 

children are able to move freely from one learning 

environment to another.  
 

Tidy Up Time 

This is a time when the children are encouraged to be 

responsible for and take care of the learning environment, 

by putting away equipment and resources used during 

activity time. 

 



Story/Singing Time 

This takes place at the end of the day or session. For the 

nursery children, this time is called ‘All Together Time’. 

 

Reception children also have weekly P.E. sessions and take 

part in assemblies. 

 

 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY 
 

Play based activities, both indoors and outdoors, are the 

most important way in which young children learn with 

enjoyment and challenge.  

 

Through play, children: 

 Actively explore and make sense of their world 

 Practise and build on ideas, concepts and skills 

 Try things out, take risks and make mistakes 

 Discover and make connections in their learning 

 Communicate with others as they investigate or solve 

problems 

 Learn self-control and understand the need for rules 

 Explore and express feelings in safe and controlled 

situations. 

 
 

 

 

 



THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS) 
 

What is the EYFS? 
 

 It is a stage of children’s development from birth to 

the end of their first year (reception) in school.  

 The EYFS framework describes how staff should 

work with children and their families to support their 

learning and development. 

 It describes how your child should be kept safe and 

cared for.  

 It is based on 4 important themes and principles, and 

divided into 7 areas of learning and development. 
 

What are the EYFS themes and principles? 
 

1. A Unique Child - Every child is a unique child who is 

constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident 

and self-assured. 
 

2. Positive Relationships - Children learn to be strong and 

independent through positive relationships.  
 

3. Enabling Environments – Children learn and develop well 

in enabling environments, in which their experiences 

respond to their individual needs and there is a strong 

partnership between practitioners and parents and carers. 
 

4. Learning and Development - Children develop and learn 

in different ways. Practitioners teach children by ensuring 

challenging, playful opportunities across the 7 areas of 

learning and development. 



What are the EYFS areas of learning and development? 
 

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This is about children developing a positive  

view of themselves, respect for others,  

social skills, and a positive attitude to learning.  
 

2. Communication and Language 

This is about children learning to listen attentively in 

a range of situations, understanding instructions and  

ideas, and using talk to express themselves clearly 

and effectively. 
 

3. Physical Development 

This is about children moving in different ways and 

manipulating tools and equipment, safely and with increasing 

control and coordination. It is also about beginning to 

understand what it means to be healthy. 
 

4. Literacy 

This is about children developing a love of 

books, retelling stories and learning to read 

simple texts. It also includes developing early 

writing skills - giving meaning to the marks they 

make and writing for different purposes. 
 

5. Mathematics 

This is about children counting, sorting, matching,  

exploring patterns, making connections and solving  

problems through working with numbers, shapes,  

space and measures. 



6. Understanding the World 

This is about developing the knowledge, skills 

and understanding to help children make sense 

of the world. This forms the foundation for 

later learning in science, ICT, history, 

geography and religious education. 
 

7. Expressive Arts and Design 

This is about children having opportunities to  

explore, express and represent their own ideas,  

thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, 

music, dance, role-play and stories. 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRESS 
 

Children’s progress is closely monitored by the staff team. 

Every child has a ‘Learning Diary’ which is a unique record 

of their individual interests and achievements. These are 

illustrated through photographs, observations of their 

learning and examples of work that they have done. We 

welcome any contributions you would like to make to your 

child’s Learning Diary to help us build a picture of their 

interests and achievements at both home and school. 

We will invite you in at certain times to discuss your child’s 

progress. If at any time you wish to discuss how your child 

is getting on or if you have concerns about their progress, 

please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff.  

Reception children get a written report at the end of the 

reception year to inform parents and carers of the 

progress their children have made.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have found this booklet useful.  

If you would like further information about the 

Foundation Stage Unit, please speak to a member 

of staff.  

 

For more information about the school, please visit 

our school website:  

 

www.watcombe-primary.torbay.sch.uk 
 

On our ‘class page’ you will find a link to our ‘class 

blog’ where you can find out about some of the 

exciting activities and experiences that the 

children have taken part in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watcombe Primary School 

Moor Lane 

Torquay 

TQ2 8NU 

Telephone: 01803 327419 

Fax: 01803 322172 

E-mail: admin@watcombe-primary.torbay.sch.uk 

Website: www.watcombe-primary.torbay.sch.uk  

mailto:admin@watcombe-primary.torbay.sch.uk

